
 

MASSINGHAM, ROBERT ARTHUR  

 Nationality: United Kingdom  

Rank: Private  

Regiment: Household Cavalry and Cavalry of the Line (incl. Yeomanry and Imperial Camel Corps) 

Battalion: Norfolk Yeomanry. 

Accidental Death: 04/04/1916  

Service No: 2690  

He was killed in an accident on the Middlewick Ranges at East Donyland. There are several men of this name 

listed in the 1901 Census including a boy aged 10 at Norwich. Apart from the 1/1st Battalion, who were serving 

in the Middle East, the other 2 battalions were stationed in the UK. The report on his inquest is given in the 

Essex Gazette 12th April 1916. He was shot in the neck by a recruit, who had failed to clear his rifle when he 

had finished shooting. One round was left in the firing chamber, which was subsequently discharged when he 

picked up the rifle to return to barracks. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  

Grave/Memorial Reference: 49. 75.  

Cemetery: NORWICH CEMETERY 

 

The cemetery was laid out in 1856 and casualties of the South African War were buried in the oldest part. 

Nearly half of the 1914-1918 burials are to be found in two military plots; one in the North-Eastern part and the 

other in the Western part of the burial ground. Ground immediately adjoining the latter was reserved for service 



burials of the 1939-1945 War and is now combined with it to form the 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 War Graves 

Plot. The Cross of Sacrifice, which honours the servicemen of both Wars who are buried in the cemetery, stands 

in the plot, and carved upon two of the panels of its base are the dates 1914-1918 and 1939-1945. There are now 

nearly 350, 1914-1918 and nearly 200, 1939-1945 war casualties commemorated in this site. In addition, a 

special memorial is erected to one soldier buried among civilian air raid victims in a grave on which it was not 

possible to erect a headstone. No. of Identified Casualties: 535 
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